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has to address himself to is how best to devise practical means
of alleviating India's wretchedness and misery. No scheme of irri-
gation or^other agricultural improvement that human ingenuity
can conceive can deal with the vastly scattered population of India
or provide work for masses of mankind who are constantly thrown
out of employment. Imagine a nation working only five hours per
day on an average, and this not by choice but by force of circum-
stances, and you have a realistic picture of India.

If the reader would visualize the picture, he must dismiss from
his mind the busy fuss of the city life or the grinding fatigue of the
factory life or the slavery of the plantations. These are but drops
in the ocean of Indian humanity. If he would visualize the picture
of the Indian skeleton, he must think of the eighty per cent of the
population which is working its own fields and which has practi-
cally no occupation for at least four months in the year and which
therefore lives on the borderland of starvation. This is the normal
condition. The ever-recurring famines make a large addition to
this enforced idleness. What is the work that these men and women
can easily do in their own cottages so as to supplement their very
slender resources? Does anyone still doubt that it is only hand-
spinning and nothing else? And I repeat that this can be made
universal in a few months' time, if only the workers will. Indeed
it is on a fair way to becoming universal. Experts only are needed
to organize it. People are ready, and what is most in favour of
hand-spinning is that it is not a new and untried method but people
have up to recently been using it. Its successful reintroduction does
need skilful endeavour, honesty and co-operation on the largest
scale known to the world. And if India can achieve this co-opera-
tion, who shall deny that India has by that one act achieved swaraj ?

Toung India, 3-11-1921

168.   TO CORRESPONDENTS
AVADH BEHARI LAL: I am sorry I cannot publish your letter
as it is impossible to open the columns of Young India to a discus-
sion of Hinduism. My article must be my last word on Hindu-
ism till I have more leisure. It is in no way intended^ to serve as
authority for others. It was intended merely to give my own
definition of sanatana Hinduism. I may be utterly wrong and be
repudiated by every sanatani. I should hope even then to be
able to stand by my faith. If the great mass of Hindus repu-
diate my claim, I shall be content to remain an outcaste.